[Intercellular adhesion molecule-1 expression in renal cell carcinoma].
The presence of intercellular adhesion molecule-1 (ICAM-1) was analyzed using indirect immunoperoxidase technique in frozen sections of 27 renal cell carcinomas (RCC)--18 clear cell, 6 granular, 2 chromophobe and 1 sarcomatoid. Great variations in ICAM-1 expression were observed in clear and granular cell RCC, without correlation with mononuclear (lympho-monocytic) cell infiltration. Sarcomatoid type displayed widespread ICAM-1 distribution and intense mononuclear infiltrate, while chromophobic RCC, despite better prognosis, expressed ICAM-1 weakly and focally, almost without mononuclear infiltrate. With such results, no relation between ICAM-1 expression on tumor cells and behavior of various RCC types could be established and possible explanations are: different histogenesis of some RCC (chromophobe), nonspecific upregulation of ICAM-1 as a result of ischaemic-necrotic processes, or negative effect of ICAM-1 expression on complement action.